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	Submission #1

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None

	Submission Type
	Idea

	Relationship Length
	25+ Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player, Owner

	Name
	Michael N

	URL
	www.blackwatchholdings.blogspot.com

	Feedback
	If the 2 day format will continue then split the days according to age.  Run the juvenile races on 1 day and the 3+ on the second day.




	Submission #2

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None

	Submission Type
	Rant

	Relationship Length
	25+ Years

	Relationship
	Industry Professional

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Please get rid of the purple saddlecloths. I bet less than 10% of what I would normally wager on the Breeders' Cup because it makes it too hard to follow the race.


	Submission #3

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None

	Submission Type
	Rant

	Relationship Length
	25+ Years

	Relationship
	Fan, Occasional Player

	Name
	Carter Wilkie, Roslindale, MA



	URL
	

	Feedback
	The industry does very little to introduce U.S. fans to foreign contenders who show up for the BC. Either do more to help U.S. fans become more aware of the global competition during the year leading up to the BC, or stop pretending to be a global sport for only one weekend a year.

I followed the sport all year, from the Louisiana Derby at the Fair Grounds in March through the Jockey Club Gold Cup at Belmont, and I hardly recognized half the winners on BC weekend. 


	Submission #4

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	Other

	Submission Type
	Idea

	Relationship
	Fan, Occasional Player, Casual Player

	Name
	J

	Feedback
	I posted before for racing as a whole, but I'd like to now post about the BC.

Saddlecloths:  please, let's see multi-colored cloths like they are used at all tracks.  Do we need the words "Breeders' Cup" on them versus seeing the name of the horse in big, bold font?  Let's see the name of the horses!  Use the logo of the BC on the saddlecloth instead of the words "Breeders' Cup."

Promote racing:  give novice fans better insight.  Let's eliminate the time wasted with Kenny Mayne and Hank Goldberg.  Let's see Jerry Bailey on horse back (!) for one of the days.   JD can split his time from sitting at the set, which is near the track, to sitting on horse back and assessing the horses warm up as well.  We need to see a major reduction in racing days across the country, but we need to see novice fans be taught the multitude of details which go into racing.  ESPN owes every hard core racing fan for having to suffer through their empty coverage -- every "Win and You're In" race should be shown on ESPNews in HD.  There needs to be a further reduction in "Win and You're In" races and days.  Let's see a tiered point system!  It could entail at least two races participants have to meet.  This would help to regionalize areas of East, South, Central and West.  

I am surprised that PPs are not free for the Breeders' Cup.  After all, Churchill Downs is offering free PPs for its fall meet through Brisnet.  This is a further area of concern.  Race fans have to pay a lot to just get into a track in order to pay again (wager).  We need to see free admission weekends throughout the country at major tracks during the summer and early fall.  

Wagering:  NYRA has developed a terrific program for PDA and Smartphone platforms.  This is not the future anymore; it's the present.  The BC does not necessarily have to develop this, but an application such as MLB's At Bat is greatly needed.  We need to see a collaboration of ADW companies.  Youbet, TVG, Xpressbet, Twinspires, et al, have done a disservice in terms of creating a lot of headaches.  Then again, it's the tracks that have done the disservice.  

Governing body:  there is one.  It's called Major Breeding Farms.  Look it, we need to see one body govern racing.  We need to see suspensions served quickly after they are rendered.  Let's take a look at the NFL -- several players have had to serve one game suspensions this season.  The team or the league renders the terms regarding the suspension and the player serves it.  It's not right that a jockey can serve a suspension whenever he/she sees fit.  The same for trainers.  If Steve Asmussen or Todd Pletcher for that matter played in MLB, they would be facing the dreaded "death penalty" if they were nabbed again for drug positives.

TV coverage again:  ESPN has to eliminate showing odds on the left side of the screen as odds are displayed for horses about to run at the top.  This confused the heck out of me and I knew who was running in which race.  Let's see Trakus employed and make it a part of every major race day.  The sound effects can be eliminated, such as the "whoosh" sound when a fractional time was taken off the screen.  Let's see a running clock.  It never affects the coverage of Olympic downhill or slalom skiing.  Could to see the "miles per hour" of each horse was not used.  

Announcer:  Sorry, but Tom Durkin is sorely missed.  Maybe they could use him on one day and Denman on another.  

Race selection:  Sorry, but Steve Crist, like he usually does, is spot on.  The specialists should see their day on Friday, then the marquee races on Saturday.  

Listen to people:  Face it, there was NO Dirt Mile this year.  Anything on synthetic is not dirt.  If the BC can not only consider synthetic for its Super Bowl day of racing, why can't they listen to fans who follow this sport on a daily basis.  It seems as if tracks are looking only for whales or people that will wager at least a grand a month.  Who wins those Pick 6's in NY?  I'd like to see a list of "Average Joe's" and their $20 or less Pick 6 tickets hitting them.  
Joe The Plumber was the gimmick of Presidential Election 2008, but it's Joe The Plumber who is probably showing up on many weekends at your local track or OTB.


	Submission #5

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None

	Submission Type
	Idea

	Relationship Length
	25+ Years

	Relationship
	Fan, Occasional Player, Breeder

	Name
	Racingfan

	URL
	

	Feedback
	I really like the "Win and you're in" races to give those who may not have the points a chance to enter.  However, I have read on many occasions that the winners are not nominated and the supplement fee is prohibitive for the owner so that deserving horse does not get it's opportunity to run.  To me, if it is "Win and you're IN" then the horse should be IN.  That may mean no supplement fee or at the VERY least, a reasonable fee that is not hundreds of thousands of dollars but it should be changed ASAP.  I do not recall seeing too many who won those races actually run in the Breeder's Cup and I imagine it was because of the cost involved.




	Submission #6

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None

	Submission Type
	Praise

	Relationship Length
	25+ Years

	Relationship
	Fan, Occasional Player, Breeder

	Name
	Racingfan

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Loved the additional races and the 2 day format!  Also loved the filly championship day!  Ladies Classic is fine with me.  Any possibility of Saturday and Sunday races though instead?




	Submission #7

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	Marketing / Promotions



	Submission Type
	Idea

	Relationship Length
	3-5 Years

	Relationship
	Fan, Casual Player

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Please go back to calling the "Ladies' Classic" the Distaff.  It's much more elegant.




	Submission #8

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None

	Submission Type
	Idea

	Relationship Length
	20-24 Years

	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Lower the ticket prices for the 2009 Breeders' Cup.
Everyone realizes prices were way too high for this year's BC.
Reserve Seat Tickets were selling for $30 online and at Santa Anita for the Friday card, and they were being sold for half price for the Saturday card.
I felt sorry for people who actually paid full price through the Breeders' Cup.
Surely the BC people must realize this occured.




	Submission #9

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Praise



	Relationship Length
	10-14 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Handicapper, Regular Player

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Keep working in horse racing's best interest and not 10-15 people who don't have a marketing degree.  The 2 day format worked and was successful.  




	Submission #10

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Rant



	Relationship Length
	25+ Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player

	Name
	jazzngas

	URL
	

	Feedback
	I've attended many Breeder's Cup events all over the country. It's become much too expensive to attend anymore. $200 or more per day for lousy seats not under cover, on top of airfares and having to stay in hotels far from the event (Momouth, Santa Anita). I've had enough and will stay home and bet from there. And please, help out the fans and fix the saddle cloth issue.




	Submission #11

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Rant



	Relationship Length
	6-9 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Owner, Breeder, Racetrack Employee

	Name
	Jolene

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Ladies day was a mess. Zenyatta should have been on the main day. her performance was better then that of the euro classic winner. A possible HOTY ran on something that was a kin to an undercard. She deserved better. 

The purple saddle clothes are fine, but a name on them would be helpful. 

Also why hasn't the distaff, calling the ladies classic is insulting, purse been raised when all the other purses have been? It seems to me that it's treated as the ugly stepsister of the BC, when it's often the best race on the card. 

the marathon should be worth more then a turf sprint for 2yo's. We run more preps for the marathon then we do for the 2yo turf races. we should be promoting longevity and stamina instead of the speed that's breaking down the breed. a 3 for 3 2yo just retired, it's sickening. Horses should be running until they are 4 or 5 or 6 or older. If we want people in the game we need something to keep them interested.

We need uniform national drug laws and uniform suspensions and fees. Cheaters need more then a slap on the wrist. Clean up the game or it will be lost. 




	Submission #12

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Rant



	Relationship Length
	10-14 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player, Industry Professional

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	The fact that there are no color coded saddle cloths could quite possibly be the biggest oversight in the game today.  If there is one issue that perfectly encapsulates the short-sighted, "tradition nazis" who help keep this sport down - it is the BC saddle coth issue....

You want to draw interest and new crowds by adding features like "Ladies Day", then create an atmosphere that NO ONE CAN FOLLOW - including veteran horseplayers...unreal.




	Submission #13

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Idea



	Relationship Length
	25+ Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player

	Name
	Eric

	URL
	

	Feedback
	I'm a HUGE Breeders Cup Fan. It is my favourite day of the year. However two days which included a 1pm-7pm Saturday is too long. The sizzle of one day is lost on two. Further I believe a 6 hour day comprised of 9 races is wayyyy to long, particularly for the casual fan.
How about borrowing a page from the Sunshine Millions. Run all Breeders races on one day on two coasts, say Cali and NY,(can also go north/south etc). Run each race no more the 20 minutes apart. You would have 4 hours of EXTREME action. From a Corporate perspective you would draw from 2 major cities. It would be more attractive to TV. There would be a much better chance of attracting the casual and non fan. Yes it would be inconvenience to Jocks, Trainers and Owners, but they can adapt.
Today to be successful today you need THE HYPE and SUBSTANCE. Can you imagine the excitement that would be generated in those 4 hours. There would be nothing like it in sport or gaming!!!




	Submission #14

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	Marketing / Promotions



	Submission Type
	Idea



	Relationship Length
	25+ Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player

	Name
	Jason Moran

	URL
	www.flickr.com/photos/easygoer

	Feedback
	First off the Breeder's Cup needs to team up with the NTRA and create a year long series for each division with a Tier Point System.  For example- The Classic Division- Each Grade 1 race should have a point system of 10/7/5/2 for the top four finishers with 1 point given for participating to the rest of the horses in the field. The reason for the free point for 5th place to last is the fact that the participating stable actually gave it a shot and ran in a Grade 1 race rather than dodging the competition.  Also, it would hopefully provide for big fields.  Grade 2 races could have a top 3 point system of 6/3/1 and Grade 3 races could provide 2 points to the winner only. We must reward horses for entering Grade 1 races.  There is a reason there is a grading system in this sport and horse who compete in them must be rewarded.  Going back to the point system, the top 10 finishers of the year long Leader Board would qualify for the Breeder's Cup race of their respective division.  In addition to the top 10 horses, the Breeder's Cup will allow 3 spots for international horses.  The final spot (14th) will be a fan or media vote.  That should fill the starting gate with 14 horses.  

Additionally the Breeder's Cup has over expanded.  Much debate has surfaced over the two day format.  My complaint is with the over expansion of the divisions.  I never thought I would ever see a BC Sprint race with single digit post time participants.  The Breeder's Cup has to clean up and discard the excess.  Take the extra money from the discarded races and use it as bonus money for the top leaders of the year long point systems.  

As a sweetner, if a horse wins a Breeder's Cup race the next year (if still active) he/she will automatically start the year with 5 points and the year long points leader will get an additional 5 points if they race the following year.  This is incentive for the top horses to stay around another year.  Ofcourse the bonus system needs funding so once again it is imperative to get rid of the excess races and use that money for bonuses.  Also here is an idea.  If a horse runs in two Breeder's Cup races in their career than their offspring is exempt from the Breeder's Cup nomination fee.  It would make the horse more valuable in the breeding shed.  

The goal is to keep the big horses around longer and make them STARS!!!!  People bet with their minds but they also bet with their hearts.  Get people interested and THEY WILL BET.  

Finally something has to be done with ESPN.  They were all for Horse Racing before they had contracts with the other "BIG" sports.  Now that they have major sports on their network they relegated the Breeder's Cup to the same world as the X-Games.  There coverage during the year is modest as best.  EXPOSURE and more EXPOSURE is what the sport needs.  Hold ESPN to their promise three years ago or ask out of their contract.  The split coverage between ABC and ESPN for the flagship event of the sport was atrocious.  Also horse racing is almost a non entity on their website.

In summation, the Breeder's Cup is more than a weekend.  It should be it's own championship league.  The graded races are out there.  The horses are out there.  Use the current system to our advantage and use sweetners to improve it.  Cooperation between the tracks, NTRA, Breeder's Cup and NETWORK Television is the only way this sport will not only survive but thrive.  




	Submission #15

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Praise



	Relationship Length
	25+ Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player, Industry Professional

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Dear Breeders' Cup organizers and broadcasters:

I'm writing with thoughts and observations about the just completed 2008 Breeders' Cup at Santa Anita.  For the record I am a long time white collar worker in the U.S. racing industry whose name some might recognize.  I have watched every single Breeders' Cup over the past 25 seasons and wagered a considerable amount of money on most of them.

Here are some of my thoughts about this year's event:

To begin with, the main track surface at Santa Anita was simply splendid and it evolved to become a truly passive factor which was always relegated to the background during the races even though the talking heads mentioned it all afternoon.  The racing surfaces, while fast, did not seem to effect any of the outcomes on their own.  (Course layout might have hindered some of the Europeans horses, but that is normal and to be expected)

Some Curlin fans will respond otherwise, and while I cannot cite a particular reason why he didn't go on, it really didn't seem surface-related.  The European runners seemed to take quite nicely to the new footing, and I am confident that they will be back as a force in the near future, particularly to race on synthetic surfaces.

My personal observation, as someone who has studied thousands upon thousands of races over the years, is that the new synthetic surfaces will evolve to be looked upon as being no significant handicapping factor at all.  In the present, it seems only natural that synthetics are coming along when a small segment of the thoroughbreds simply dislike the new surfaces.  In the future that subset of horses will be disguised as runners who simply don't run fast enough.  Those sorts of horses flood racetracks all around the country and the world, but only now, when form is occasionally reversed without additional understanding, are they scrutinized by people looking for a reason why...

[i](as such, I would never read publications intended to instruct you on "How to bet synthetic surfaces".  As racing evolves through this period, as it has evolved and adjusted through many others before, synthetic surfaces will become the norm, and people just won't see those horses who comprise the rare few who suddenly spring to life when switched between dirt and synthetic surfaces.  Horsemen can be a very silly lot, and while quite knowledgeable about animals, they in large numbers don't hesitate to subscribe to the herd mentality when subjected to rapid change.  This has been evident on topics like "[u]nasal strips[/u]" (heard of them lately?) and it remains the case today on various other elements of the great game of Thoroughbred racing.  Synthetic surfaces are fine, and quite helpful in terms of horse safety, and I dare anyone to question that today's main track surface at Santa Anita was less a factor than either that at Monmouth in 2007 or Churchill Downs in 2006.)[/i]

The racing at Santa Anita today was deep and competitive all day long and while my selections weren't exceptional by any stretch of the imagination, it was a day on which nearly all of the races were won by runners which seemed very live to me.  Despite losing my bets, I still came away from this particular Breeders' Cup in much better spirits than after any in the recent past.  The sloppy track rendered Monmouth's B.C. a non-event in terms of evaluating form or performance, equine or human.  The wretched inside bias in effect at Churchill Downs in 2006 rendered that day of dirt results to be inconclusive and not representative of true form.

Today's Santa Anita offering was a very representative and very fair day of racing and this observer was nothing but pleased with how the contests themselves evolved.  True there were a few human errors on horseback which caused better horses to lose to inferior stock, but that happens and it is all part of the game.

Nowthen,  moving on:

The Friday element of Breeders' Cup weekend is just a big waste.  I swore from day one (Monmouth, last year) that I simply wouldn't pay it any attention at all.  This year's move which was taking some of the tradition-rich contests from Saturday and wasting them on ignore-me Friday was plainly horrible.

The Breeders' Cups of 2007/2008 would have been much better received had they consisted of 11 races, to which it evolved last year, each run on the same day at one venue.  If you want to have those stupid new races as part of the Breeders' Cup, then run them on the undercard of the Breeders' Cup Steeplechase (where ever that is run).

It was way too soon to expand the roster to fourteen races as was done this year.  The one good thing it did was move the uncompetitive B.C. Distaff to a day where it wasn't interrupting the traditionally competitive main card of "Breeders' Cup Day".  (The B.C. Distaff has seldom offered players a truly competitive, formful wagering opportunity)  It remains wrong to exclude that race in foresight just because it happened to be anything but competitive this year.  Field sizes were down this year simply because of those additional races.  The latest three should be removed at once!

On that subject, if the Breeders' Cup must remain a two-day event, then it simply has to evolve to be run on Saturday and Sunday.  Yes, yes, I know that racing will get killed by NFL football, and that it might become difficult to find network broadcast time on the mythical Sunday.  It still needs to get away from the Friday, when so many people all over the world simply cannot and will not participate.

I can name my selection in every single Breeders' Cup race of all time, except for those run on your ridiculous Fridays during the past two years, which I simply have not even bothered to look up the entries to see who was running.  I don't care about any Friday Breeders' Cup racing - please get it through your heads and do the right thing!!

As for the network broadcasts:

While there will always be the absurd errors ("2nd biggest upset ever", etc.) by the talking heads and the stupid references to "World Thoroughbred Championships" (which is simply factually inaccurate), there are a few other things that need attention.  (One odd issue this year was the constant reference to surface temperature at Santa Anita.

Those offered temperatures sounded frightening when not offered with data relating to the temperature when one was seated in the infield grass or standing nearby on blacktop when lining up for a hotdog.)

First, the non-traditional camera angles should never be used during the live running of a race.  People who have watched racing all their lives have trouble figuring out where the whole field is on the race course let alone where their own horse is in relation to the others.  Today the B.C. Sprint began while the live camera was shooting from behind the gate, and it was pointless.

Network people need only study the televised product that goes on at every track in North America on a daily/weekly basis to understand the camera angles which simply must be utilized exclusively in the near and distant future.

Today's racing was supreme in so many ways and yet these dumb camera angles (which might indeed be interesting as a lark, perhaps on an instant replay after the fact, particularly on Santa Anita's unique downhill turf layout) at times took a lot away from what should have been an exceptional telecast.

The banter among the various talking heads was quite spirited and enjoyable while not taking away from the product we tuned in to see.

For a time I was thinking that the silly "Gryder's Up" introduction of some of the jockeys by fellow jock Aaron Gryder was too silly to be aired.  Then, when I saw that he got to skewer "The Fog Jockey" from two decades ago in reference to that man's son, I decided that it was a pleasant way to let the viewers (esp. novice viewers) seem a little more familiar with the various riders taking part.  (of course I expect some complaints by friends and family of Sylvester Carmouche, but none he didn't bring upon himself)

As for Jessica Pacheco, she's a beautiful woman who sincerely does know her racing stuff, and that really merits observation and respect for someone who has done a great deal for herself in a brief career as paddock hostess.

Trevor Denman was quite superb today and this observer could only pick-out one tiny little fumble during his calls (which was a slight bobble near/at the wire with the name of one of the winners).  I know that Trevor Denman didn't begin his Breeders' Cup tenure with the cleanest performances but he simply stands far above all other North American announcers and he plainly is the right man for the job.  Perhaps the familiar surroundings of Santa Anita helped him to relax and slip somewhat into the background during an impressive performance.

John McCririck is an amusing part of the annual Breeders' Cup broadcast, and he should indeed remain so.  Of course some people can't listen closely enough to understand all of what he's saying, but it's his energetic banter and high-strung nature that is humorous to most everybody (not "all").

All in all I was generally pleased with everything I heard during the Saturday Breeders' Cup broadcasts on the two networks, and I cannot be emphatic enough about my firm belief that Breeders' Cup day went off without a serious hitch or glitch in 2008.

Congratulations Santa Anita!   (and I doubt many are protesting next year's return there now)




	Submission #16

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None

	Submission Type
	Idea



	Relationship Length
	1-2 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player

	Name
	dana byerly



	URL
	greenbutgame.org

	Feedback
	F&M Championship day is not without merits, having a showcase day for Fillies & Mares to strut their stuff is great. However, when that day is Friday, fewer people get a chance to see them, which doesn't do much to draw new fans to the F&M divisions. While they may end up getting more ink, this only serves to whet the appetite for Saturday's card, and that 1) does a disservice to the Fillies & Mares AND their connections 2) detracts from goal of giving the Fillies & Mares a showcase day in the first place and 3) send the message to new fans, presumably only watching on Saturday, that Fillies & Mares are not as important as Colts & Horses.

I have 2 proposals. Either keep F&M Championship Day and run the BC 2 consecutive Saturdays. The benefit of this approach is that it 1) gives everyone a true showcase and 2) lessens the burn out of 14 (and presumably some day more) races over 2 days. 

If 2 Saturdays are not an option, turn Friday into a "Stars of Tomorrow" Juvenile day. The Juvenile's will get their shot at the Saturday limelight the following year, the Fillies & Mares only get the shot at the Saturday limelight if they run in open company, which as we all know, is only likely for European shippers.




	Submission #17

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None

	Submission Type
	Idea



	Relationship Length
	1-2 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player

	Name
	dana byerly



	URL
	greenbutgame.org

	Feedback
	The purple saddlecloths make it extremely difficult to follow the race and are profoundly player unfriendly. Making the choice to keep them because they are "what sets the BC apart from other events" only serves to cement the notion that the Breeders' Cup does not care about players.

Trakus is very distracting and not a great solution either. Colored saddlecloths are the most easy and efficient method for one to identify a horse during a race. For example, players know yellow=4. 

Perhaps there's a way that the saddle could still be unique but retain a majority of the standard color, such as having the customary purple as a border of the saddlecloth.




	Submission #18

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None

	Submission Type
	Idea



	Relationship Length
	1-2 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player

	Name
	dana byerly



	URL
	greenbutgame.org

	Feedback
	Please consider changing the name of the Ladies Classic to the Filly & Mare Classic or change the names of all the other races to follow the new logic of the Ladies Classic, such as renaming the Juvenile Fillies the Little Ladies.

All kidding aside, other than the name not being consistent with the rest of races in the division or the Filly & Mare divisions, it's just plain silly and wrong. Someone jokingly asked "are all the jockeys women?". Since there aren't any ladies racing, it stands to reason that the name should be changed to be more correct. Filly & Mare Classic still achieves the same goal as Ladies Classic in that it easily identifies the race as the Championship race for Filly & Mares.




	Submission #19

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	TV Coverage



	Submission Type
	Rant



	Relationship Length
	20-24 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Professional Player, Owner, Breeder, Industry Professional



	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Horse of the year ran on Friday, regardless of Finley's lame excuse printed in Thoroughbred Daily News. 

In retrospect, Distaff was most memorable performance of entire Breeders' Cup. The public would expect the Horse of the Year to run Saturday and the television ratings would reflect that -- That's why the Distaff should be run on Saturday.

It couldn't be more demeaning to the connections or to their spectacular filly to suggest Horse of the Year was better featured on "Her own special day."

Friday races should be called Breeders' Cup "Preview" Day and should feature all 2-year old races in addition to Dirt Mile and Distance Challenge. (Distance race should be at least two miles.) The Day 1 story to push to other media at the conclusion of the card would be the naming of next year's early Derby and Oaks favorites after running of their respective Juvenile races.

As a person who shelled out hard earned funds for this year's BC foal nominations, I must state that the arrogance of Peter Land's proclamation that this year's Breeders' Cup was a "Success" is particularly galling. 

Mr Land: You're new.

And we have a long way to go before the current presentation of the Breeders' Cup can be called a "Success."


	Submission #20

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Rant



	Relationship Length
	

	Relationship
	

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	After next year, avoid running the BC on a synthetic track. Horses not from CA or Europe were at a huge disadvantage. 

Also, the new "usage" guidelines for photographers are pretty unreasonable. So much so, that Sports Illustrated boycotted the event all together. Hopefully their message was heard. They spoke loud and clear for most photographers. There will be far less photographs promoting the BC brand and event as a result of tightening their grip on the media.

To me, the BC as a whole has be come way to greedy.
Entry fees for all horses running (non supplemental) were appox. $60,000 per horse. That includes the "Win and Your In" qualifiers as well. Then, add on the $500 nomination fee for basically every foal that stands and nurses annualy. The horsemen, breeders, and fans are footing the bill for the entire event while the BC sits back and collects. If I wasn't being paid to be there, I'd never go.

The Greedy Cup. 




	Submission #21

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Rant



	Relationship Length
	3-5 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Occasional Player

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	All the complaining about purple saddle cloths is nonsense and I hope BC officials keep them. The BC purple adds a different air to everything it touches, this included. All of the people complaining about not being able to tell the horses apart need to take half a second and look at the colors the jockey is wearing. How do they think the track announcer keeps track of everyone?




	Submission #22

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	TV Coverage


	Submission Type
	Rant

	Relationship Length
	3-5 Years

	Relationship
	Fan, Handicapper

	Name
	Bob

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Count me in as one who finds ESPN's coverage marginal at best. Thanks to the purple saddle cloths it's hard enough to figure out where in the field your favorite is running. But when the camera goes from ground level at the gate, to a head-on shot, to a blimp shot, to a rail shot, etc. I give up and just wait for Trevor to give the order of finish.  
ESPN should try to figure out by next year's BC which way they want to present the races, either from a handicapping POV or an X-Games POV. Trying to combine the two just isn't working for me.




	Submission #23

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	California



	Submission Type
	Rant



	Relationship Length
	10-14 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Occasional Player, Industry Professional

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	The DISTAFF should remain the DISTAFF and be run on Saturday where it belongs.  What a shame that a horse like Zenyatta was relegated to second-class by running on Friday.  

Ladies Day is offensive and flat out stupid.  Put the new races on Friday, and the REAL races on Saturday.




	Submission #24

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Idea

	Relationship Length
	Fan, Regular Player

	Relationship
	1-2 Years

	Name
	dana byerly

	URL
	greenbutgame.org

	Feedback
	Please consider renaming the Ladies Classic the Filly & Mare Classic. Other sports have been moving away from the use of the word Ladies.

The LPGA was founded in 1950, the WNBA was founded in 1996. Notice the difference?

There's enough context to help those folks don't know what "Filly & Mare" means be able to make the leap. I didn't know what the hell a Distaff was 2 years ago, but it didn't stop me from noticing how damn exciting the sport was! 




	Submission #25

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Rant



	Relationship Length
	10-14 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player, Owner

	Name
	

	URL
	

	Feedback
	Its disgraceful that California has mandated those shitty surfaces.  I generally bet 10 15k on Breeders cup day and consider myself to be a fairly large player.  I made not one bet on BC day at Santa Anita, and I will not bet at Santa Anita ever again.   No synthetic track for that matter.  You think you are helping handle and you are chasing serious players away.   I wouldnt expect racing to do anything that makes sense, thats why the game is in the position its in now.  NOWHERE!

Get some people in place who have a clue instead of these morons that have ruined this great game.  


Entry fees for all horses running (non supplemental) were appox. $60,000 per horse. That includes the "Win and Your In" qualifiers as well. Then, add on the $500 nomination fee for basically every foal that stands and nurses annualy. The horsemen, breeders, and fans are footing the bill for the entire event while the BC sits back and collects. If I wasn't being paid to be there, I'd never go.

The Greedy Cup. 




	Submission #26

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Idea

	Relationship Length
	6-9 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player, Other

	Name
	Kevin Martin

	URL
	colinsghost.org

	Feedback
	There are many well respected racing journalists who should have a place at the table in regards to changes to the BC format.  Steve Haskin, Rich Eng, Steven Crist, Andy Beyer, and Steve Davidowitz (to name a few) are all dedicated race writers who care about the future of the sport.  I would suggest that they be appointed to an advisory committee that would work with the marketing division on racing decisions.  It is important that the history of the game be respected -- racing writers who have been around the game for 20+ years will have a better perspective on this than marketing people. 




	Submission #27

	Primary Category
	Breeders' Cup

	Secondary Category
	None



	Submission Type
	Idea

	Relationship Length
	6-9 Years



	Relationship
	Fan, Regular Player, Other

	Name
	Kevin Martin

	URL
	colinsghost.org

	Feedback
	ESPN has done nothing to advance the cause of the Breeders Cup.  The fact that they had no coverage of the racing on Jockey Club Gold Cup/Goodwood day was an opportunity missed.  Would it be possible to partner with another network that doesn't carry college football or another network that could provide more extensive coverage of the racing leading up to the Breeders Cup? TNT, USA, and TBS are all networks that might jump at the chance to broadcast a live sporting event on a Saturday afternoon.  It seems that racing is a little fish in a big pond at ESPN - I think it would be better to a big fish with one of the second tier networks. 
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